
Be foxed 
IF YOU’RE “FOXED” BY SOMETHING, YOU CANNOT 
UNDERSTAND IT. 
“He explained the theory to me, but I was completely 
foxed.” 

Get (on) your goat 
IF SOMETHING “GETS ON YOUR GOAT”, IT ANNOYS 
YOU. 
“People pushing past me on the Underground really gets 
my goat.” 

Monkey business  
SILLY BEHAVIOUR; DISHONEST ACTIONS. 
“These company accounts aren’t in order. I think there’s 
some monkey business going on.” 

Act like a lemming     
TO ACT WITHOUT THINKING; TO ACT WITHOUT 
CONSIDERING THE CONSEQUENCES OR POTENTIAL 
DANGERS. 
“They raced down the road like lemmings to get to the 
shop before it opened.” 
[A lemming is a small animal that commits suicide by jumping o! a cli! 
and into the sea.]

Eat a horse  
IF YOU SAY THAT YOU COULD “EAT A HORSE”, 
YOU’RE SAYING THAT YOU’RE REALLY HUNGRY. 
“I haven’t had anything to eat since this morning. I could 
eat a horse.” 

Have a frog in your throat
TO BE UNABLE TO SPEAK CLEARLY BECAUSE YOU 
HAVE AIR TRAPPED IN YOUR THROAT. YOU NEED 
TO COUGH AND FORCE THE AIR OUT IN ORDER TO 
SPEAK PROPERLY. 
“Excuse me, I’ve got a frog in my throat.” 
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ANIMAL IDIOMS 
This month we are looking at some general animal idioms.
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